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from the dean

A Tribute to Honorary Consuls
Dear All,

Siri Frette Allsted
COUNSELOR FOR
ADMINISTRATIVE AND
CONSULAR AFFAIRS
ROYAL NORWEGIAN
EMBASSY
DEAN OF THE CONSULAR
CORPS COLLEGE

The Norwegian Ambassador,
Kåre Aas, our Honorary Consuls,
Honorary Consuls General,
Consuls General and Embassy
staff in front of the Norwegian
Residence (during our gathering in
D.C., September, 2017).

4

We are almost in July, and six months of the year have already passed. During
these six months, I’ve had the pleasure of getting to know both our Norwegian
Honorary Consuls better and also many Honorary Consuls, representing other
countries. I have the outmost respect for the work the Honorary Consuls are doing
around the U.S. Honorary Consuls are unquestionably a vital part of the Foreign
Service of the country they are representing. The Embassies expect their Honorary
Consuls to promote their country’s national interests and business interest, assist the
Embassies administratively if necessary (when there are high level visits, etc.) and
last, but not least, to provide consular assistance and assistance in consular crisis. We
are giving our Honorary Consuls an enormous amount of responsibility, and in
many aspects, we expect them to act as their countries’ ambassadors, business
promoters, event organizers and consular officers. Providing consular assistance to
people – often in a vulnerable situation – is an extremely important and sometimes
very difficult task, and maybe also the most important thing we are doing.
In order to perform these tasks, it’s important that we give our honorary
consuls the knowledge, tools and networks they need to be able to take on this
responsibility. The Norwegian Embassy provides training and networking to our
32 excellent Honorary Consuls. We don’t get to meet as often as we would like,
but we keep in touch and provide them with the necessary tools and updates from
a Norwegian perspective. But it is equally important that our Honorary Consuls
also have knowledge and network locally and nationally in the U.S.
The Honorary Consuls are not only representing their countries –
they are representing their countries in the U.S. For me this is
where Consular Corps College plays a crucial role. Norway has
recognized the added value Consular Corps College gives, and has
offered to reimburse our Honorary Consuls member’s fee to the
Consular Corps College. As we see it, the Consular Corps College is
the forum where Honorary Consuls and professional consular
officers representing different countries around the U.S. can discuss
and exchange their experiences. By doing so we make each other
more competent and knowledgeable, and enable each other to serve
our country and its citizens even better.
I hope you all - Honorary Consuls and others – will have some time during the
summer to relax, reflect, and charge your batteries. No doubt, we will all come
back to exiting times, new challenges and opportunities. On behalf of the
Chancellors and the Consular Corps College administration, I wish you all a
wonderful summer.■

Forum© SUMMER 2018
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Honorary Consul of Togo
Appointed the First African Union
Special Envoy for Diaspora Affairs
ON MARCH 7, 2018, Her Excellency Dr. Arikana Chihombori-Quao, Permanent Representative of the African
Union Representational Mission to the United States, formally appointed The Honorable Grant Arthur Gochin,
Honorary Consul of Togo in California, Special Envoy for Diaspora Affairs. This is the first such post of which we
are aware. Special Envoy Gochin’s term of appointment is open ended.
Anxious to learn more about our distinguished colleague and member’s new role, Katherine Moss of the Consular
Corps College sat down with Honorable Gochin.
KM: Grant Gochin, on behalf of the Dean,
Chancellors, and all the members of the Consular Corps
College, congratulations on your new role as the Special
Envoy for Diaspora Affairs for the AU Representational
Mission to the United States. Would you kindly give us a
brief overview of the African Union and what the Mission
of the African Union in the United States does?
GAG: AU’s primary mission is the acceleration of the
process of integration in the continent through ridding
the continent of the remaining vestiges of colonization,
to promote unity and solidarity among African States; to
coordinate and intensify cooperation for development;
to safeguard the sovereignty and territorial integrity of
Member States and to promote international
cooperation within the framework of the United Nations.
The African Union Representational Mission to the
United States of America is the first bilateral diplomatic
mission of the African Union. Officially launched on July
11, 2007 in Washington, DC. Its mandate is to under
take, develop and maintain constructive and productive
institutional relationships between the African Union and
TH Grant Gochin with African Union Ambassador,
the executive and legislative branches of the U.S. govern
ChihomboriQuao, on the day of his appointment as the
ment, the African Diplomatic Corps, the Africans in the
AU’s Special Envoy for Diaspora at a service honoring
Diaspora, and the Bretton Woods Institutions.
African soldiers who died in World War I.
One of the Mission’s primary tasks is to Build
Constituencies for Africa through Diaspora engagement. The AU defines the diaspora as: “The African Diaspora
consists of peoples of African origin living outside the continent, irrespective of their citizenship and nationality
and who are willing to contribute to the development of the continent and the building of the African Union.”
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

KM: What does the section for Diaspora Affairs do,
and what is the Special Envoy for Diaspora Affairs
mandated to do?
GAG: The AU considers the diaspora as the “Sixth
Region” of Africa and invites and encourages the full partici
pation of the African diaspora into the building the African
Union. (The other regions are North, South, East, West and
Central). The AU constitutive act declares that it shall “invite
and encourage the full participation of the African Diaspora
as an important part of our continent, in the building of the
African Union and the African continent.” Its main task,
therefore, is to serve as a catalyst for rebuilding the global
African family in the service of the development and inte
gration agenda of the continent.
Within this context, it serves as the counterpart of the
Civil Society Division for the Diaspora. As such, it carries out
responsibilities that its counterpart performs for civil soci
ety for the African Diaspora. These include mainstreaming
Diaspora participation in the African Union agenda across
departments, partnership frameworks, and the wide range
of policy activity including the flagship Agenda 2063.
Some of the tasks in which the Special Envoy for
Diaspora Affairs is involved will relate to the strengthening
of the operational capacity of the African Union to support
Diaspora involvement in AU activities.

Special Envoy Gochin with the Ooni of Ife,
the Nigerian King of the Yoruba

KM: How did you hear about this position, and what was involved in being considered for the
appointment?
GAG: I have been engaged politically in Africa since childhood. I was born in South Africa and retain South
African citizenship. My family was hugely involved in the South African liberation struggle, and a number of my
relatives were imprisoned for their antiApartheid activity. The first antiApartheid activity I personally partici
pated was at the age of 9 years. I continued my antiApartheid activity until my second detention by the
Apartheid Security Police in 1986, after which I exited South Africa with virtually only the clothing I was wearing.
My family remains in South Africa and are politically involved in fighting for equality and progress for all Africans.
My cousin serves as a Member of the South African Parliament. My family and I have a deep and abiding love
and respect of the continent and for all African people. Notwithstanding that my son was born and raised in
USA, his primary personal identification is as an African.
On 4/29/2009, the Republic of Togo appointed me as their Honorary Consul in California, and since
that time I have been an even more active participant in African affairs.
I also serve as the Vice Dean of the Los Angeles Consular Corps, the second largest Consular Corps in
the world. Through my activism and engagement, I came to the attention of the AU Representational
Mission to USA. After much volunteerism and engagement, the Embassy asked me to take on an even
more active role and to assume this new post, in addition to my existing responsibilities.

6
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KM: Born in South Africa and now representing Togo, your love of Africa clearly animates you. What
will you be able to do for the whole continent now on a multilateral level?
GAG: Governments at both ends of the migration cycle increasingly recognize the value that diaspora popula
tions bring to development efforts and are seeking ways to magnify the human capital and financial resources
that emigrants and their descendants contribute to development in their countries of origin. Beyond the remit
tances they generate, diaspora members fulfill a key development role in their countries of origin, as major di
rect investors in critical and emerging industries, generous philanthropists and first movers in the growth of
important sectors such as tourism, and in the development of human capital. Part of my task will be the engage
ment of the diaspora and the education of American society as to the facts about the continent.
KM: How do you envision carrying out the mission? What plans are you working on?
GAG: My diaspora engagement will focus on five primary areas:
• Identification and mobilization of diaspora populations
• Education of existing constituencies within USA and encouraging collaboration between
Africans and Americans on as many fronts as possible.
• Informing publics of the real face of Africa, it’s promise and potential.
• The encouraging of volunteerism in the fields of medicine, education, disaster relief and other
areas of mutual concern.
• Enabling continuous, generational connection to the African continent
KM: What do you hope to achieve
as the Special Envoy for Diaspora
Affairs?
GAG: The narrative about Africa is
wrong. Sectors of society view Africa
negatively and messaging has come
from disparate sources that are not the
true messages of Africa; rather, they
are often the messages of selfserving
agendas that misuse Africa’s identity
and image for their own ideals. We
need to convey to the world that Africa
is a progressive continent, with
extraordinary human capital, and is
moving in the right direction. Africa is
open for business and open to engage
and move forward on an equal footing.
KM: It seems as though there is
much work to be done, and I’m certain
that there will be more issues and
surprises that arise as you progress in
your appointment.
GAG: Indeed, I am looking forward
to the journey.■
Forum© SUMMER 2018

Part of Gochin’s African bona fides: Liberia honors Gochin’s aunt and uncle,
Esther and Hymie Barsel, for their struggle to end apartheid in South Africa in
the top two right hand stamps
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DC Consular Corps Sponsors
Hague Moot Court
ON MAY 30, 2018, the Washington, DC Consular
Corps sponsored an outstanding and unique consular
training event at the Embassy of the Czech Republic. To
close out a successful year of consular training programs
2018, the Consular Corps of Washington, DC invited the
U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Consular Affairs to
put on a “moot court” trial involving the Hague
Convention on the Civil Aspects of International Child
Abduction (Convention). More than 79 audience members attended.
The scenario of the mock trial involved an American
mother, divorced from her Mexican husband, who
refused to return the children to their father in Mexico
at the end of a summer stay with her in Texas, even
though he had rights of custody of the children.
Presenting participants included the Principal Deputy
Assistant Secretary of State, Karen Christensen, Special
Advisor for Children’s Issues, Suzanne Lawrence,
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Overseas Citizens
Services Karin King, and Director of the Office of
Children’s Issues, Ted Coley, among others. Assistant
Director General, Raúl García Zentlapal, represented
the Mexican Secretariat of Foreign Relations’ Directorate
for the Protection of Mexicans Abroad.
To open the training and lay the framework for the
Convention and the moot court case, the Hague
Conference on Private International Law’s Regional
Office for Latin America and the Caribbean sent
Representative Ignacio Goicoechea from Buenos Aires,
Argentina to give his remarks. In his introduction,
Representative Goicoechea discussed the Hague
Convention, what it involves, and why it is so
important. Then, before assuming their roles, both the
Mexican Central Authority (MCA) official and the US
Central Authority official talked about the procedures
that each would follow so that the consuls in attendance
would understand the importance of the various
documents they are asked to provide for such cases. The
MCA official covered topics such as required
8

Moot Court proceedings get underway with the Left Behind Parent’s
lawyer making a prima facie case for returning the children to the father
in Mexico. Jodie Tawiah, Photographer

documentation and the role the MCA plays liaising with
the United States Central Authority (USCA). The
USCA official described the procedures he or she would
go through after receiving a case from the MCA,
covering topics such as required documentation,

The Alleged Taking Parent’s lawyer making the case for not returning
the children Jodie Tawiah, Photographer

Forum© SUMMER 2018
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location efforts, voluntary mediation, and Article 16
letters. With that background, the role-play began.
Attendees witnessed the mock Convention case litigated
in open court and learned how to assist families who
may be experiencing an international parental child
abduction case.
The court consisted of a Judge, the Left Behind
Parent (LBP) and his lawyer, and the Alleged Taking
Parent (ATP) and her lawyer. The attorney for the Left
Behind Parent (LBP) and the attorney for the Alleged
Taking Parent (ATP) each gave opening remarks
outlining their respective cases. The LBP attorney
covered the elements of the prima facie case. The
attorney for the ATP then previewed plans to raise
Article 13(a) and Article 13(b) defenses to argue just
cause for not returning the children to their father.
The Judge then directed the Left Behind Parent’s attorney to call the father to the stand so that the LBP’s attorney could question him. Questions are designed to
make the prima facie case, covering topics such as the
habitual residence of the children, the age of the children, the LBP’s custodial rights prior to the alleged retention, and the LBP’s actual exercise of those rights.
Once the LBP’s attorney’s questioning had concluded,
the Judge directed the Alleged Taking Parent’s attorney
to call her client to the stand. The ATP’s attorney questioned the mother, asking questions designed to make
arguments related to Articles 13(a) and13 (b) exceptions
to return. With the facts presented, the Judge summarized all of the arguments and then rendered a decision
in favor of the Left Behind Parent, the father. The Judge
also included provisions regarding the safe return of the
children (the when, where, and how of the return
arrangements). In order to ensure the safe return of the
children to their father in Mexico, the MCA country officer and USCA country officer then discussed the
judge’s order and safe return options.
Watching the Hague Convention in action had a
much more profound effect on the consular officers in
the audience than listening to a speaker expound upon
the document. From the questions posed by the consuls
at the end of the role-play, it was clear that they gained a
greatly increased appreciation for, and understanding of,
the importance and the value of Hague Convention in
settling international child abduction cases.
Forum© SUMMER 2018

Hague Conference on Private International Law Representative for Latin
America and the Caribbean, Ignacio Goicoechea, giving remarks about
the Hague Convention before the roleplay begins
Jodie Tawiah, Photographer

By definition, child abduction cases are fraught with
emotion. The Hague Convention provides a framework
for settling these highly charged disputes over the
children as quickly and effectively as possible.
Interestingly, however, many countries are not
signatories to the Convention. Currently only 82 states
and the EU are members. It is the hope that more and
more of the non-member states will recognize the value
of the Convention and become members.■

Editor’s Note: The CCC is working with the Bureau of
Consular Affairs, Office of Children’s Issues to bring this
same Moot Court program to our members via webinar.
Watch for information on when it will be webcast.
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HoPE
for

PUERTO RICO
June 1st officially marked the beginning of the 2018 Hurricane Season. Puerto Rico not only
still needs to recover and rebuild from the devastation of Hurricane Maria last year, but it must
also develop successful and workable resiliency plans for the future. FEMA is there right now,
working on a new and innovative initiative called HoPE - PR, or Hub of Philanthropic
Engagement - Puerto Rico. Led by the CCC’s good friend, Andrew Slaten, Deputy Director for
International Affairs at FEMA, the mission of HoPE - PR is to put various philanthropic
organizations together with the different service providers on the island to ensure not only that
the medium- and long-term rebuilding and recovery continues, but that they rebuild “a stronger
and more resilient Puerto Rico.”
Mr. Slaten worked closely with the San Juan Consular Corps in the aftermath of Hurricane
Maria, helping them with the many foreign nationals on the island when the hurricane
struck. Now, he continues to work with them and with the OFM Regional Office in Miami in
his quest to match key foundations with HoPE - PR.■

10
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HoPE  PR
Hub of Philanthropic Engagement  Puerto Rico
Un Centro de Compromiso Filantrópico
Nuestra Misión: HoPE-PR apoya la recuperación del pueblo puertorriqueño
al emparejar a la comunidad donante con la comunidad de proveedores de servicios
para atender las necesidades a medio y largo plazo causadas por los huracanes de 2017 y
así fomentar un puerto rico más fuerte y resistente.
Our Mission: HoPE-PR supports the recovery of the people of Puerto Rico by
matching the donor community with the service provider community to address the
medium and long-term needs caused by the hurricanes of 2017 and building a stronger,
more resilient Puerto Rico.
Nuestra Visión: Los objetivos finales de HoPE-PR son:
 Aumentar el apoyo financiero que se alinee bien a las necesidades de recuperación
estratégica;
 Fomentar un sector de ONGs más robusto, esencial para la resiliencia; y
 Crear una mayor capacidad institucional para aumentar las contribuciones
filantrópicas en Puerto Rico.
Our Vision: The ultimate goals of HoPE-PR are:
 Increase financial support that is well matched to strategic recovery needs
 Foment a more robust NGO sector essential to resiliency
 Create a stronger institutional capacity to grow philanthropic contributions in Puerto
Rico.
Nuestra Estratégia: El Centro de Compromiso Filantrópico (Hope-PR) tomará un
enfoque innovador para ayudar a la recuperación de Puerto Rico mejorando cómo los
sectores filantrópicos, sin fines de lucro y gubernamentales trabajan juntos para apoyar
la recuperación y construir resiliencia a largo plazo en el Isla.
Our Strategy: The Hub of Philanthropic Engagement (HoPE-PR) is an innovative
approach to aid the recovery of Puerto Rico by enhancing how the philanthropic,
nonprofit, and government sectors work together to support recovery and build long
term resiliency here on the island.
La estrategia del Centro se adaptará a los distintos contextos puertorriqueños, y se
basará en el trabajo a largo plazo de FEMA para facilitar el emparejamiento de los
recursos gubernamentales y filantrópicos con las necesidades esenciales de
recuperación. El diseño del trabajo del Hub será informado por las realidades del sector
Forum© SUMMER 2018
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sin fines de lucro, la sensibilidad a la naturaleza política de las instituciones
puertorriqueñas, las diferencias culturales y religiosas distintas de la región, y la
capacidad actuál de las comunidades de financiación y prestación de servicios, incluso
las fundaciones y las ONG.
! tailored to the distinct Puerto Rican context, and will build on
      facilitate the matching of government and philanthropic
resources to essential recovery needs. !         
the unique realities of the Puerto Rican environment. Sensitivity to the political nature
of Puerto Rican institutions, the distinctive cultural and religious regional
characteristics, and the existing capacity of funding and service delivery communities,
including government of all levels,     
El conocimiento del proceso de recuperación y el trabajo de los sectores y los recursos
disponibles del gobierno será integral para aprovechar una gama más amplia de
recursos para las comunidades y las organizaciones. Además, el HOPE-PR
proporcionará una ventana a y conexiones con el mundo más grande de recursos
filantrópicos y experiencia para llenar las necesidades no satisfechas y aumentar la
resiliencia para Puerto Rico.
Knowledge of the recovery process and the work of the Sectors and available
government resources will be integral to leverage a broader range of resources for
communities and organizations. In addition, the Hub will provide a window to and
connections to the larger world of philanthropic resources and expertise to fill unmet
needs and grow resiliency for Puerto Rico.
La tarea central del Centro será: 1) la identificación de una amplia gama de iniciativas
enfocadas en las necesidades insatisfechas significativas para la recuperación
puertorriqueña y 2) una colección paralela de recursos identificados que pueden ser
capaces de apoyar y mejorar el trabajo que los grupos están llevando a la empresa a fin de
avanzar en los proyectos y prioridades identificados. El Centro empleará una variedad de
enfoques para apalancar estratégicamente los fondos, asistencia técnica, bienes y
servicios, programas y fomentar las conexiones entre los recursos y las necesidades.
Central to the  work will be: 1) the identification of a comprehensive array of
       nmet needs significant to Puerto Rican recovery and 2) a
parallel collection of identified resources that may be able to support and enhance the
work that groups are undertaking in order to advance identified projects and priorities.
The Hub will employ a variety of approaches to strategically leverage funds, technical
assistance, goods and services, programs and foster connections between resources and
needs.
May 28, 2018
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Can a U.S. Court Sanction a
Foreign State?
©1

Laina Lopez
ATTORNEY, CCC

Laina Lopez is an experienced
attorney and Partner practicing law
in Washington, D.C. at the boutique
law firm, Berliner, Corcoran & Rowe
LLP. She defends foreign nations, as
well as their instrumentalities,
embassies, heads of state, and
officials in court proceedings
throughout the United States. She
also publishes a blog,
foreignsovereignblog, dedicated to
issues relating to foreign sovereign
immunity, and has spoken and
written extensively on immunity
issues. Ms. Lopez now serves on the
Board of Chancellors as Counsel to
the CCC. Please feel free to contact
her with questions or comments at
LCL@BCRDC.COM, or
2022939096.

1 A similar article was published by Ms.
Lopez on her blog,
foreignsovereignblog.com, in August 2017.
Ms. Lopez is an attorney with Berliner
Corcoran & Rowe LLP. She represents
foreign nations, their embassies,
consulates, instrumentalities, and agencies
in legal proceedings throughout the United
States.
Forum© SUMMER 2018

IN JANUARY, 2013, in Agudas Chasidei Chabad of United States v. Russian
Federation, Case No. 1:05-cv-1548 (D.D.C.), the U.S. District Court for the
District of Columbia issued civil contempt sanctions against Russia and certain
Russian instrumentalities of $50,000 per day for failing to comply with a court
order. Later, the plaintiffs asked the court to
convert those sanctions into a money judgment,
which the court did over the objection of the U.S.
THE POWER TO IMPOSE
Government. Russia has refused to participate in
SANCTIONS IS NOT THE
the case since 2009, but even if Russia were an
active litigant, can a U.S. court do this? Under the
SAME, HOWEVER, AS THE
Foreign Sovereign Immunities Act (“FSIA”)
POWER TO ENFORCE
(which is the statute that governs litigation
SANCTIONS.
against foreign states in U.S. courts) can courtordered sanctions even be enforced?
At least two circuit courts agree that a U.S.
court has the power to impose sanctions on a foreign state. In Autotech Techs. v.
Integral Research & Development, 499 F.3d 737 (7th Cir. 2007), the U.S. Court
of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit held that the district court had jurisdiction to
impose on Integral Research & Development Corp., a company wholly owned
by the Belarus government, a $5,000-per-day sanction for breaching a courtsupervised settlement agreement. The court held, “[o]nce a court is entitled to
exercise subject matter jurisdiction over the suit, it has the full panoply of powers
necessary to bring that suit to resolution and to enforce whatever judgments it
has entered. . .one of the most important of those powers is the power to punish
contempt of court.” Id. at 744.
Similarly, in FG Hemisphere Associates, LLC v. Democratic Republic of Congo,
637 F.3d 373 (D.C. Cir. 2011), the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit
agreed with Autotech and upheld the lower court’s authority to impose a $5,000per-week sanction on Congo for failure to obey a court order requiring Congo to
produce documents to the plaintiff. The court wrote, “[i]t is incontrovertible that
federal courts enjoy inherent contempt power [and] there is not a smidgen of
indication in the text of the FSIA that Congress intended to limit a federal
court’s inherent contempt power.” Id. at 377-78.
The power to impose sanctions is not the same, however, as the power to
enforce sanctions. In FG Hemisphere, the D.C. Circuit highlighted this
distinction, writing:
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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from counsel
The FSIA is a rather unusual statute that
explicitly contemplates that a court may have
jurisdiction over an action against a foreign
state and yet be unable to enforce its
judgment unless the foreign state holds
certain kinds of property subject to execution.
. . .a plaintiff must rely on the government’s
diplomatic efforts, or a foreign sovereign’s
generosity, to satisfy a judgment. Therefore, it
is not anomalous to divide. . .the question of
a court’s power to impose sanctions from the
question of a court’s ability to enforce that
judgment through execution.
Id. at 377.
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit took
a different position than FG Hemisphere and held that it
is anomalous to divide that question. In fact, held the
Fifth Circuit, sanctions should not be imposed on
foreign states because courts should not enter
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unenforceable orders against foreign sovereigns.
Specifically, in 2006, the Fifth Circuit reversed a lower
court order which required “Congo to pay $10,000 per
day into the registry of the district court until it
complied with” a court order requiring the turnover of
certain property. Af-Cap Inc. v. Republic of Congo, 462
F.3d 417, 428 (5th Cir. 2006). It held that the order
requiring Congo to pay money into the court registry
violated the FSIA, because the FSIA does not provide
for enforcement of court orders by sanctions. Indeed,
the FSIA sets forth very specific circumstances in which
foreign sovereign assets are not immune from U.S. court
attachment or execution, and “[m]onetary sanctions are
not included” in those circumstances. Id.
Picking up on this idea, the United States often asks
courts not to impose sanctions on foreign states because
(among other reasons) such sanctions cannot be
enforced. The United States made this view known in a
Statement of Interest filed in the Agudas matter. Also, in
Walters v. People’s Republic of China, Case No. 1:01-mc00300 (D.D.C.), the United States filed a Statement of
Interest when plaintiffs sought court-ordered sanctions
against China for its failure to respond to discovery. The
United States urged the court to deny plaintiffs’ request
and thereby avoid entering an unenforceable order
against a foreign state. (See Dkt. 32, U.S. Statement of
Interest, at 4). Notably, shortly after the United States
filed this Statement of Interest, the Walters plaintiffs
voluntarily dismissed the case.
Regarding the Agudas case, on June 6, 2018, the
plaintiff asked the court to increase sanctions against
Russia and to grant an additional interim judgment of
accrued sanctions. The United States has not weighed in
on that request. But query whether a court order
turning the accrued sanctions into a monetary judgment
constitutes an improper attempt to circumvent the
seemingly established law against enforceability of courtordered sanctions against a foreign sovereign. For that
reason, if the matter is appealed, the D.C. Circuit might
refuse to uphold enforcement of the portion of the
judgment that constitutes court-ordered sanctions.
Given the potential for large sanctions orders and the
unsettled questions regarding enforcement, this area of
foreign sovereign immunity law remains an important
one to watch.■
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Innocents at Risk Fights the
Scourge
of Child Trafficking
Deborah Sigmund
Founder and President of
Innocents at Risk.

Deborah Sigmund, (standing
second from left) visiting the
children at Niños de Cristo,
Dominican Republic

ESTABLISHED IN 2005 BY DEBORAH SIGMUND, Innocents at Risk is
dedicated to protecting children from Exploitation and Child Trafficking. Working
to raise awareness of the horrors of child trafficking, Innocents at Risk has built
partnerships with the Department of State, corporations working to end
trafficking, embassies, organizations, churches, law enforcement, and schools to
help prevent the Trafficking of Women and Children.
When people hear the term ‘Child Trafficking,’ they usually think of something
on the other side of the world. Unfortunately, Child Trafficking is in every state in
the US and in every corner of the
world. The Trafficking of Children is
the fastest growing criminal industry in
the world. It is a $150 Billion Business
annually! It is more lucrative than the
drug trade. Why? In order to get into
drug trafficking, one needs cash; to get
into Child Trafficking, one just needs a
child.
Innocents at Risk began by
sponsoring Awareness Events in the US
and abroad to open the eyes of people
everywhere about Child Trafficking.
Involving the diplomatic and consular
community was essential to addressing
the transnational aspect of Child
Trafficking. Embassies hosted events
where we invited speakers from the Department of State, the National Center of
Missing and Exploited Children, the National Human Trafficking Hotline run by
the Polaris Project, and Shared Hope International.
In 2008, a senior flight attendant for American Airlines heard about the
Awareness Events sponsored by Innocents at Risk and contacted us. She said, “We
see what you are talking about on planes and in the airports and we don’t know
what to do about it.” The staff at Innocents at Risk realized immediately that the
worldwide network of flight attendants was a natural partner in the fight to prevent
Human Trafficking. They responded to her inquiry, letting her know that
Innocents at Risk would work with them to solve that problem. Innocents at Risk
produced a brochure giving Flight Attendants the knowledge of what to look for
and the protocol for reporting a red flag situation. This partnership resulted in a
CONTINUED ON PAGE 16
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tremendous breakthrough in identifying potential
victims and saving lives. In 2009, the Department of
Homeland Security supported our initiative by putting
out an undated protocol. This DHS Protocol is still in
effect and saves thousands of lives annually.
Empowering flight attendants to recognize and help
prevent the transport of human trafficking victims
across international lines represents one critical way that
Innocents at Risk has worked to save children from the
horrors of Child Trafficking. Sharing information and
partnering with embassies, the Departments of State and
Homeland Security, and other NGO’s has also helped to
rescue young victims and capture human traffickers.
While both of these areas of concentration have made
substantial differences, human traffickers find many
creative ways to procure more young victims.
In 2010, Deborah Sigmund began working with the
Dominican Ambassador to the US to protect children in

Deborah Sigmund (R) with colleagues at the State Department

his country. It had come to the attention of the
Dominican government that children were being
“adopted” from orphanages by human traffickers.
Orphanages needed to close their doors to adoptions to
keep their children safe. Not only did the Dominican
Republic seek assistance in combatting the trafficking
rings that filled their supply chain with orphans, but the
orphanages also needed help in caring for the children
they vowed to keep and protect.
In response to this terrible situation, Innocents at
Risk partnered with a humanitarian association of flight
16

attendants known as the Airline Ambassadors, founded
by Nancy Rivard. That year, Deborah Sigmund and
Nancy Rivard traveled together to the Dominican
Republic with Airline Ambassadors to visit orphanages.
During that trip, the group from Innocents at Risk and
Airline Ambassadors fell in love with the Orphanado
Niños de Cristo. As a result of that visit, Sona Hane,
Director of Niños de Cristo, has become a vital partner
of Innocents at Risk, working with local law
enforcement to keep the children safe. Since that initial
visit, representatives of both Airline Ambassadors and
Innocents at Risk have continued to visit the children of
Niños de Cristo, providing support, meals, medical
attention, computers, books, bedding, a playground,
clothes, toys, and other necessities.
The US Government and governments around the
world have dedicated officials working with law
enforcement to help end this horrific evil. It is
important for governments to work with the private
sector, NGOs, organizations like Innocents at Risk, law
enforcement, corporations, religious groups,
communities and individuals! The media is doing its
part to bring awareness to the public, but we need to
create a sense of urgency in order to protect children.
Heroes on Capital Hill are working to fight Human
Trafficking. In the past 2 years, over 100 bills have been
introduced in the U.S. House and Senate to combat
human trafficking. The strong bipartisan support of this
type of legislation underscores the importance of coming
to terms with these terrible crimes being committed in
the US every day. Innocents at Risk has worked tirelessly
and continues to work with Members of Congress to protect children and put traffickers out of business.
Forum© SUMMER 2018
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Deborah Sigmund training taxi cab drivers on how to recognize the red
flags of possible trafficking

Innocents at Risk also works to help prevent
international Child Trafficking, as well. Our awareness
DVD has been used at every major embassy and at many
consulates throughout the United States as an educational
resource. Working with the Department of State’s Bureau

Deborah Sigmund with Nancy Rivard and other Flight Attendants
in Phoenix AZ for a major Training for Airline Crews. Deborah also
invited DHS/ICE to attend, and Deborah recognized the ICE officers
as Heroes, because they meet the planes and take the woman
or child out of danger.

their young victims. Consuls have an important role to
play, as well. Identifying a trafficker among the many
legitimate citizens looking for services can truly save lives.
Learning to recognize the warning signs like a “family
member” coming into a consulate seeking to replace a
child’s “lost documents” is essential. Taking the desperate
phone call of parents seriously when they report that their
child has gone missing is essential. Reporting these kinds of
things immediately to the local law enforcement and
working hand in hand with them will help to prevent the
trafficking of yet another young victim and put the
perpetrators behind bars, where they belong.
Innocents at Risk salutes all the work that is being
done to Prevent Child Trafficking! We all agree that
much more needs to be done, and that it takes all of us
working together. As Awareness is Prevention, we are
asking YOU to help us spread awareness, keep your own
eyes open, and create an environment where no child
will ever be bought or sold. Together we can, and we
must, protect the innocent everywhere. In the name of
children, please join us keep all children safe.■

DID YOU KNOW?
IN 2013 AMERICAN MOTHERS INTERNATIONAL NAMED DEBORAH
SIGMUND THE METROPOLITAN D.C. AREA MOTHER OF THE YEAR.
AT HER SPEECH IN NEW YORK CITY, DEBORAH INFORMED MOTHERS

of Consular Affairs, Office of Children’s Issues and with
other international organizations, we reach out to all levels
of governments to inform them about the scourge of Child
Trafficking and to train them to recognize it in time to save
Forum© SUMMER 2018

FROM EVERY STATE ABOUT THE HORRORS OF CHILD TRAFFICKING.
IMMEDIATELY, DEDICATED MOTHERS IN EVERY STATE GOT ON
BOARD! TODAY, WE HAVE AN ARMY OF MOTHERS THAT HAVE
BECOME A MAJOR THREAT TO TRAFFICKERS!
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With this issue, we begin our exploration of local consular corps and consular associations around the US, Puerto Rico, and Guam.
While geographic location and jurisdiction, size, number of countries represented, and history all combine to imbue each consular
corps with its own unique individuality, all consular associations share the same fundamental interests, objectives, and values. In each
successive issue, we will present a different consular association, highlighting its strengths and sharing information about the activities
and initiatives it pursues.
We begin our tour with the vibrant and dynamic Los Angeles Consular Corps.

The Los Angeles Consular Corps:
Active, Engaged, and Making a Difference
By TH Nasimi Aghayev
Dean of the Los Angeles Consular Corps;
Consul General of the Republic of Azerbaijan to the Western United States

18
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AS THE THIRD LARGEST CONSULAR CORPS
in the world and the second largest in the United States,
the Los Angeles Consular Corps (LACC) is comprised
of 66 Consuls General and 39 Honorary Consuls,
representing 105 nations in total. Each Consul General
and Honorary Consul is appointed by their respective
government and accepted by the United States to
represent their nations. The LACC is led by its
Executive Committee, consisting of Dean, First and
Second Vice Deans, Secretary, Treasurer and Membersat-Large. Together, these leaders administer the daily
affairs of the Los Angeles Consular Corps. We are proud
of the inclusive and multicultural nature of our current
Executive Committee.
One factor that makes the Los Angeles Consular
community particularly unique is the location. Los
Angeles is not the headquarters of the United Nations, as
is New York, where almost every country has a formal
presence. Nor is Los Angeles a major financial center, or
even a national or state capital. Yet outside of traditional
diplomatic or financial hubs, such as New York, or Hong
Kong, Los Angeles has the world’s largest consular
community. The strategic location, diverse population,
and immensity of opportunity make Los Angeles such a
uniquely attractive home to so many consulates. Most
consulates in Los Angeles have jurisdiction over Southern
California, or the entire State of California, and others
have jurisdiction over all of the Western United States;
another factor that differentiates the LACC.
Los Angeles may be a newer and innovative city,
however there are significant reasons for hosting such a
robust Consular community. The 2nd largest city in the
United States and the largest in California, Los Angeles is
situated as a focal point between Asia and Latin America,
and in terms of international trade cap and volume, has
the largest customs district in the United States. Los
Angeles is also home to the largest maritime port in all of
North America, the Port of Los Angeles, and home to
LAX, one of the busiest major airports in the world.
Perhaps most important is that Los Angeles is home
to what is arguably the most diverse population in the
world, with residents that come from many more
nations than the 105 represented by consulates. Los
Angeles County is home to over 10 million people.
Across Los Angeles County, 83% of young children are
Forum© SUMMER 2018

part of a minority or ethnic group. Over 300 languages
are spoken in Los Angeles, and it is home to the largest
communities of Koreans, Iranians, Mexicans, Taiwanese,
Canadians, Filipinos, Guatemalans and Armenians that
live outside of their respective countries. Storied
neighborhoods such as Koreatown or Little Tokyo are
part of the established cultural landscape and polyglot
multicultural character of this city.
Part of the LACC’s work is coordinating with U.S.
federal, state, county and city agencies and organizations
such as U.S. Department of State Office of Foreign
Missions in Los Angeles, the Los Angeles County Office
of Protocol, the Los Angeles City Office of International
Affairs, Governor’s Office, and others.
As the LACC, we advise, oversee and coordinate the
various networks, goals and events shared throughout the
Consular Corps. We organize programs to integrate and
inform members of the Consular Corps about a variety of
issues and help to enable their participation in local events
and celebrations. We try to make sure that our monthly
luncheons, which usually have federal, state or city elected
officials, media personalities, famous entrepreneurs,
scientists, representatives of culture and art, and others, as
keynote speakers, continue to offer educational
opportunities to Consular Corps members, keeping them
informed and aware of the constantly expanding and
changing systems, innovations and opportunities that
matter to their home country, and most especially, to how
their home country relates to the United States. This year
we were honored to host, as our monthly luncheon
speakers, the California State Senate President Pro Tem
Kevin de Leon, NBC News Southern California President
Steve Carlston, Director of Los Angeles County Museum
of Art Michael Govan, Los Angeles Area Chamber of
Commerce Center President Carlos Valderrama and
famous oceanographer, the World Economic Forum’s
Senior Scientist Dr. Gregory Stone.
We are all privileged to work in a city as diverse as
Los Angeles with tremendous opportunities for business,
trade, education, technology, culture, etc. However this
beautiful city also has problems, and issues quite
looming, requiring much care and attention. From
having the second largest population of people living in
CONTINUED ON PAGE 21
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The Arkansas/Delta Region - Ghana
Connection
By TH Sherman Banks
Honorary Consul General | Republic of Ghana for Arkansas/Delta Region

ON JUNE 13, 2018, fifteen years of building
connections and trust between the Republic of Ghana and
the State of Arkansas culminated in an historic signing of
an MOU between Arkansas Governor, Asa Hutchinson,
and Ghana’s President Akufo-Addo‘s representative,
Cabinet Minister Hajia Alima Mahama. Although I
organized the official visit and participated in the signing as
the relatively new Honorary Consul of Ghana for
Arkansas/Delta Region, I had been working towards this
momentous occasion for over a decade.
The relationship between the Arkansas/Delta Region
(USA) and the Republic of Ghana began in 2003, when I
was elected President of Sister Cities International, and I
met Prince Kwame Kludjeson at its annual international
conference in St. Louis, Missouri. Our collaboration was
predicated on the principles on which President Dwight
D. Eisenhower founded Sister Cities International in
1956 - “To exchange ideas together and, to dream
together; making the world a better place for all
mankind - One Individual, One community at a time.”
Prince Kwame Kludjeson asked if we could work to
together using the sister cities’ global concept to build a
strong Sustainable Economic Development Partnership
between Arkansas/Delta Region and Africa with Ghana
as the gateway. Prince Kwame and I begin to work on a
plan during my presidency of Sister Cites. Together, we
established the Africa Global Sister Cities Foundation in
2007. From that our efforts began in earnest.
To enhance the Africa Global Sister Cities initiative internationally, we organized the first Global Sister Cities
Summit in 2010 and held it in Accra, Ghana at the
International Conference Center. There were 800 in attendance with the primary focus on the United Nation’s
Millennium Development Goals of 2015. In 2012,
Prince Kwame and I collaborated on another summit in
Accra, Ghana with the emphasis on bringing together
20

Africa’s Traditional Rulers, District Assemblies, and
Municipal Elected Officials to further the principles of
President Eisenhower, “One Individual, One
Community at a time.”
In August, 2014, we worked together in
collaboration with the Arkansas Municipal League to
organize a symposium Sustainable Agriculture that
focused on the development of economic partnerships
between the State of Arkansas/Delta Region, and the
Republic of Ghana, beginning in the Volta Region. The
symposium was held in Little Rock, Arkansas, and it
offered Ghanaian municipal and district leaders the
chance to promote agricultural and tourism
opportunities from their respective jurisdictions to
potential investors and symposium participants.
The Honorable Mark Martin, Secretary of State of
Arkansas, spoke at the symposium and recommended
that Arkansas/Delta Region endeavor to establish sister
city relationship throughout Ghana. Secretary Martin
further stated that, “for the partnership to be successful
there will be the need for the Government of Ghana to
consider opening a Consulate in Little Rock, Arkansas
to be the umbrella office for the entire Delta region,
with a representative that will work towards the
development of strategies and build bridges for
sustainable agriculture, cultural, economic and tourism
development.” It was recommended to the government
of Ghana that I be honored with the appointment of
Honorary Consul General with a full Consulate and the
responsibilities so afforded. To that end, several factfinding trips were organized from Arkansas to Ghana
and Ghana to Arkansas prior to my official appointment
in May of 2016. Final approval of my appointment was
given by the U.S. Department of State in January, 2017.
Because of the efforts made by Prince Kwame and me
the following has occurred:
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The Arkansas Municipal League (which acts as the official representative of Arkansas cities and towns before the
State and Federal Governments) and the National Association of Local Authorities of Ghana entered into a sister
agreement. Sister City Agreements were developed between Jacksonville, Arkansas and Kpando Municipality,
Volta Region; Stephens, Arkansas and Agotime District
Assembly, Volta Region; Batesville, Arkansas and Asunafo
North Municipality, Brong Ahafo Region. Formal Exchange Agreements were also made between the University
of Arkansas Medical Campus in Little Rock, Arkansas and
the University of Health & Allied Sciences in Ho, Volta
Region and between Shorter Methodist College in North
Little Rock, Arkansas and the Evangelical Presbyterian
University, Ho, Volta Region, Ghana.
These alliances established a level of trust that has led
to the opening of a Consulate in Little Rock in January,
2017 and to Ghana signing a partnership with
Arkansas/Delta Region in Little Rock June 13, 2018.
The Ghanaian President’s designee, Cabinet Minister
Hajia Alima Mahama, Minister for Local Government &
Rural Development, and the Governor of Arkansas Asa
Hutchinson signed the MOU to establish a sister state relationship and regional economic partnership that provides for a comprehensive framework for economic

Cover...

development. The Arkansas Secretary of Agriculture,
Wesley Ward, also signed an MOU with the Ministry of
Food and Agriculture of Ghana to have a reciprocal relationship to promote and broaden agricultural development.
In his opening statement, Governor Hutchinson indicated that this agreement would booster trade between
Arkansas and Ghana, noting that since 2016, Arkansas has
already exported goods worth six million dollars to Ghana.
Minister Mahama stressed the importance of developing
more sister cities so that Arkansas investors can invest in
Ghana’s Agri sector. There were also two more sister city
agreements signed between the cities of Lake Village,
Arkansas and the city of North Dayi, Ghana, and the city
of Magnolia, Arkansas and the city Ejura in Ghana.
The recent signing of the MOU between Ghana and
Arkansas is not the conclusion of fifteen years’ of work,
but rather the beginning of an era of even greater cooperation, understanding, investment, and mutual benefit
for the peoples of Ghana and Arkansas. As Ghana’s
Honorary Consul in Arkansas/Delta Region, I look forward to continuing this work and to ushering through
even more positive connections between Ghana and
Arkansas/Delta Region in the coming years, “…making
the world a better place for all mankind - One Individual, One community at a time.”■

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 19

homelessness in the U.S. to protecting and safeguarding
the environment, Los Angeles faces significant
challenges. Consular Corps members can offer support
to help manage and alleviate the challenges faced by Los
Angeles, as we live and work here, and can give back to
the local communities.
As the new Dean of the LACC since November 2017, I
declared the humanitarian work as one of our priorities. We
have already started working in this direction. In partnership
with Deputy Mayor of Los Angeles Ambassador Nina
Hachigian and the Mayor’s Office of International Affairs,
we were delighted and honored to perform community
service at L.A. Kitchen on April 4, 2018. L.A. Kitchen does
an amazing work to empower formerly incarcerated or
homeless individuals with culinary job training, as well as
serve nutritious meals for the homeless and low-income
Forum© SUMMER 2018

elderly communities in Los Angeles. During the session,
Consuls General, Honorary Consuls and their staff helped
to prepare ingredients that went into 2,500 meals.
Our second community service engagement this year
was on April 21. Consuls General, Honorary Consuls,
staff, and family members and representatives from
Mayor’s Office for International Affairs joined many
volunteers to clean the historic Los Angeles River.
We are now working on other initiatives of
community service that we hope to implement during
the second half of 2018.
Over the time ahead, we will continue to work
within LACC and with our many partners together to
enhance the activities of our Consular Corps for the
benefit of all the countries we represent, as well as
helping local communities in this amazing city.■
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Honorary Consul Links US and
Romania Through Philanthropy,
Public/Private Partnerships
TH Mircea Divricean
HONORARY CONSUL
OF ROMANIA
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MIRCEA DIVRICEAN IS THE HONORARY CONSUL OF ROMANIA to
the United States in Utah. He is currently the President and CEO of Kostopulos
Dream Foundation, and has a strong background in non-profit and nongovernmental organizations, as well as building partnerships between non-profit,
for-profit, and governmental organizations. Additionally, Mircea’s community
involvement is extensive. He serves on the Boards for several local and international
organizations, including the US Global Leadership Coalition, Romanian Consulate
General Diaspora, University of
Utah Hospital Neurosciences,
American Camp Association,
Forbes Nonprofit Council,
Utah Council for Citizen
Diplomacy, President of A
Child’s Way Home
International and many others.
This gives him the unique
privilege and opportunity to
continually build bridges
between Romania and America,
and between Utah and
Romania. He strongly believes
in building win-win
relationships, and fostering
those relationships.
Since Mircea spent half of
Official Romanian Delegation visits Utah. Honorary Consul of
his life in Romania and half in Romania, Mircea Divricean (front row, left), with Utah Governor,
the United States, he feels con- Gary Herbert (front row, center), Romanian Ambassador to US,
George Maior (front row, right) and official attendees, Natalie
nected and passionate about
Norris, Mircea’s wife (middle row, left), Franz Kolb, Director of
both countries. Divricean states
International Relations Utah Governor’s Office (middle row,
that it is extremely important center), Ana Maria Maior, Ambassador’s wife (middle row, right),
Utah Governor SonInLaw (top row, left), Michael Divricean,
for Romania to have an honCOO of Kostopulos Dream Foundation (top row, center), Val
orary consul in Utah because of Hale, Executive Director of Utah Governor’s Office of Economic
Development (top row, right).
Utah’s emerging international
presence. He believes that people, trade, and business of all kinds strengthen partnership and understanding between two countries. He said, “Although I am a naturalized American citizen, when
I am here, I feel like I am a reflection of Romania, and when I am in Romania, I am
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a reflection of America. This gives me a very unique opportunity, to speak both languages, to understand both
worlds, and help people come together to build bridges
and successful partnerships.” Mircea is proud to be a naturalized American citizen, and remains very proud of his
Romanian heritage. Because his name is unique, every
new interaction presents an opportunity to discuss his
heritage, and he leverages each opportunity to build understanding and develop possible collaborative events.
He is bringing the communities together, one event at a
time. Some of the events in the pipeline include trade
missions and international sporting events, giving us hope
that we can continually develop relationships between
Utah and Romania.
Utah is in a very unique position, because the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (Mormons)
is headquartered in Salt Lake City. The LDS Church
has a strong international presence, so, although Utah
doesn’t have a huge Romanian population, it does have
a huge population of Americans who have had the
opportunity to live in Romania, to understand the
culture, people, food, and traditions, and they have
developed a tremendous respect for Romania. Because
of that, Mircea is in a great position to build on those
economic ties continually, between the state of Utah,
between the local and state dignitaries, along with the
Romanian government, and the humanitarian arm of
the LDS Church. He notes that we are at the point
where we want to continue the cultural ties, but also
expand into the business opportunities between the two
countries – and primarily between Utah and Romania.
With that objective in mind, Mircea has arranged for
several Romanian dignitaries to visit Utah to meet with
key governmental, business, and cultural leaders, to discuss
possible economic, educational, and cultural collaboration. These dignitaries include the Ambassador of
Romania to US, the Vice President of the Romanian
Senate, and two Consul Generals from LA. He is working
with the current Ambassador of Romania, H.E. George
Maior, and the Utah Governor’s Office to develop trade
missions between Utah and Romania. He is also in the
process of creating a sister-city arrangement between Salt
Lake City and Bucharest.
Mircea has a firm philosophy and belief in diversity

Calimanesti Caciulata Mountain Resort in Romania

The Transfagarasan Road, winding through the Carpathian Mountains in
Romania

Maramures
CONTINUED ON PAGE 24
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and inclusion. He believes that the world will become a
better world when people learn from one another, and
erase the divides that exist. Kostopulos Dream
Foundation serves people of all ages and abilities, and
currently employs staff from 20 different countries, as
well as from all over the United States. He believes that
the world is becoming smaller and smaller, coming
together, and we are in a position where peace will be
based on understanding and supporting one another in
our differences. Because of the work he does in the
community, it gives him an opportunity to represent both
Utah and Romania in a very positive way. He is very
proud that he was able to have a very positive influence
not only in Utah, but also all over the country. He has
built great relationships with Congressional Delegates in
Washington D.C., because of the work he does for the
community. He has also built strong relationships with
Hill Air Force Base in Utah, the FBI, and many service
organizations within the state.
Mircea founded and established an international
foundation, A Child’s Way Home International, which
has a counterpart in Romania, which directly helps and
supports people on both ends. He has arranged
international visits for many people from the US to
Romania where they not only visited and toured, but also
gained an understanding about Romania. They also had
an opportunity to experience the pleasure one derives,
helping those who don’t have as much as they do.
Mircea also helped facilitate high-level visits between
the University of Utah Hospital and Clinics Board and
Romania’s private and political spectrum, where they visited Utah to learn about programs and organization, and
to see how we provide healthcare in the United States. He
also took a CEO-level delegation and the Chair of the
University of Utah board to Romania to discuss possible
collaborations and support, and projects. This was a
tremendous opportunity for people of both sides to understand the needs and opportunities that exist, and build on
the collaborations. He facilitated a visit between the
President and CEO of General Electric Healthcare Surgery
and the government of Romania. General Electric
Healthcare Surgery is headquartered in Salt Lake City.
While in Romania, they met with the Prime Minister, and
built bridges between Utah and Romania.
24

Romanian President, Klaus Iohannis (l) with his wife, Carmen (c), and
Honorary Consul, Mircea Divricean (r).

Mircea believes that through trade and economic
collaboration we can build a peaceful world, a world
where everyone can thrive, contribute, and be successful.
In his role as the Honorary Consul of Romania in Utah,
Mircea has the opportunity to identify economic
possibilities, to make the necessary connections, and to
build the bridges between the US and Romania that help
bring our world a little closer to that ultimate goal.■

DID YOU KNOW?
THE CONSULAR CORPS COLLEGE IS HONORED THAT IT NOW WORKS IN
CLOSE COLLABORATION WITH THE EMBASSY OF ROMANIA TO ASSIST
BOTH IN INCREASING THE EFFECTIVENESS OF ITS HONORARY CONSULS
AND IN RAISING ROMANIA’S VISIBILITY THROUGHOUT THE US.
FOLLOWING MEETINGS WITH HIS EXCELLENCY, GEORGE CRISTIAN
MAIOR, AND WITH COUNSELOR GABRIEL ROTARU, WHO IS
RESPONSIBLE FOR ROMANIA’S CAREER AND HONORARY CONSULAR
OFFICERS ACROSS THE UNITED STATES, AMBASSADOR MAIOR HAS
WELCOMED THE TRAINING AND SHARING OF BEST PRACTICES
WHICH THE CCC OFFERS ITS MEMBERS, AND HE ENCOURAGES HIS
HONORARY CONSULS PARTICIPATION.
THE EMBASSY HAS ALSO EXPRESSED ITS GREAT INTEREST IN
COLLABORATING ON CONSULAR INITIATIVES WITH THE CCC. THE
CONSULAR CORPS COLLEGE LOOKS FORWARD TO WORKING ON
THOSE IN CLOSE COOPERATION WITH THE EMBASSY OF ROMANIA
AND ITS NETWORK OF CAREER AND HONORARY CONSULS
THROUGHOUT THE UNITED STATES.
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getting to know our members
We are pleased to continue with our new Getting to Know Our Members section of the Consular|Diplomatic Forum,
in which we bring you the faces and brief bios of both longtime and brand-new members from around the States,
representing different corners of the world.

Rolando
J.
Piernes
Honorary Consul General | Kingdom of Thailand in Puerto Rico
ROLANDO J. PIERNES was appointed
ally. Rolando and his wife, Carmen, who also
Honorary Consul General of the Kingdom of
serves as Honorary Consul of Thailand, take adThailand in 1988. As the Chief of Mission,
vantage of special events and visits to get together
Rolando works closely with the Thai Ambaswith the Thai community, which is not large and
sador in Washington D.C. to promote trade,
is very integrated in the local community. Perhaps
tourism and a closer understanding between
the most meaningful project that Rolando organThailand and Puerto Rico. With a Master’s in
ized in his capacity as Thailand’s Honorary Consul
Business Administration, Advanced Studies in
General came during the devastating tsunami that
Consular and Diplomatic Law, an entreprehit Thailand in 2004. Puerto Ricans from all over
neurial spirit as founder of RPA Security
the island opened their hearts and made sizable
Ronaldo J. Piernes
Equipment, and a deep sense of service,
contributions, both monetary and in-kind donaRolando brings exceptional capabilities to his position.
tions to help the Thais. In return, the people of Puerto
Rolando’s appointment came as a result of meeting HE Rico were singled out for their solidarity and generosity.
Kasem S. Kasemsri, then Ambassador of Thailand to the
For his achievements and dedication, the late King
US, during his visit to San Juan. While he was there,
Bhumibol Adulyadej bestowed upon Rolando three Royal
Ambassador Kasemsri realized the opportunities for
decorations: Grand Officer (Knight Commander) of the
Thailand in Puerto Rico. As he and Rolando had
Most Noble Order of the Crown of Thailand in 2004,
established a good rapport during his visit, Ambassador
Commander of the Most Exalted Order of the White EleKasemsri considered that Rolando was a good fit. Rolando phant in 1997, and Commander of the Most Nobel Order
was appointed Honorary Consul General of Thailand in
of the Crown of Thailand in 1994. He was recognized by
January, 1988, by Thailand's beloved and highly respected
the Tourism Authority of Thailand in 1998 with the
monarch, the late King Bhumibol Adjulyadj.
Friends of Thailand Award for Best Individual Supporter
Over the years, Rolando has promoted commercial
from the United States.
trade and developed active professional, cultural, and eduThroughout his lifetime, Rolando has dedicated himcational exchange programs between the two countries.
self to service. Before becoming Honorary Consul GenThai health professionals visit Puerto Rico to enhance
eral of Thailand in Puerto Rico, he served in the Puerto
their knowledge of tropical medicine, while Puerto Ricans
Rico State National Guard, retiring with the rank of Lt.
provide process validation support to Thai pharmaceutical
Colonel. He was elected Dean of the Consular Corps of
companies. Puerto Ricans also go to Thailand to teach,
Puerto Rico twice and has served in the Board of Directors
study, and to participate in environmental and wildlife
on multiple occasions. He is also an active member of sevprotection activities.
eral charitable organizations, including the Equestrian OrRolando takes great pleasure in bringing Puerto Ricans, der of the Holy Sepulcher of Jerusalem and the Sovereign
who are U. S. citizens, and Thais together. He takes every
and Military Order of Malta. His dedication in all that he
opportunity possible to communicate that fact that the
does has earned him no less than eight distinguished decoTreaty of Amity between Thailand and the United States
rations and multiple awards. Recently, His Holiness Pope
dates from 1833, pointing out that Thailand is not only
Francis granted him the Order of St. Gregory the Great in
the oldest Asian friend of the United States, but a stalwart
the rank of Knight Commander.■
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Mario Brossi

Honorary Consul | Switzerland in Delaware
ALTHOUGH MARIO BROSSI was
international business investment.
appointed Honorary Consul in 2015, he has
In response to the Ministry of Economic
Affairs request, Mario founded JKB Worldwide,
actually been working with the Embassies of
an organization with a mission to provide
Switzerland in Canada, Mexico, and the US, as
strategic direction for international companies
well as with the 10 Swiss Consulates in North
looking to expand internationally with a
America for nineteen years.
In 1996, the Swiss Ministry of Economic
particular emphasis on North American
companies interested in investing in
Affairs reached out to Mario, who has dual
Switzerland. He established and personally
American and Swiss citizenship, for help in
Mario Brossi
guided the Foreign Investment Program of
guiding and facilitating Foreign Direct
Switzerland in North America for 15 years.
Investment into Switzerland. Mario’s training in
Although officially retired from that position, Mario still
Government and Law, combined with his extensive
keeps his hand in trade promotion and Foreign Direct
political acumen garnered from years as a Congressional
Investment as an Honorary Consul.
Campaign Manager, a Senior Hill Staffer, a Lobbyist, and
Mario stays active at the Embassy of Switzerland in
as an in-house Counsel, afforded him the strategic
overview of investment climates around the US, in Europe Washington, DC, attending many of their functions and
staying in touch with the expansive community of Swiss
and the EU. His experience in Government Affairs and as
investors and employees here in the States. Born in
an industry liaison to international, regional, and country
Winterthur, Switzerland, he has truly traveled around the
trade associations and Chambers of Commerce provided
world and come full circle, since he is now serving in
him with a network of connections around the world, as
Delaware, home to the Winterthur Museum and Estates.■
well as a clear understanding of what makes for successful

BOARD OF CHANCELLORS
TH Siri Frette Allsted, Dean
Counselor, Administrative and Consular Affairs,
Royal Norwegian Embassy, Washington, DC
TH John A. Wright, Vice Dean
Honorary Consul of Senegal, St. Louis, MO
Ms. Katherine (Kit) H. Moss
Director General, Bethesda, MD
TH Stefano Acunto, Chancellor
Honorary Vice Consul of Italy, Yonkers, NY
TH Gayle Anderson, Chancellor
International Chief of Protocol,
City of Las Vegas, Las Vegas, NV
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TH Berj K. Apkarian, Chancellor
Honorary Consul of Armenia, Fresno, CA

TH Edward L. Fanucchi, Chancellor
Honorary Vice Consul of Italy, Emeritus, Fresno, CA

TH Krista Bard, Chancellor
Honorary Consul General of Lithuania,
Philadelphia, PA

TH Eivind Heiberg, Chancellor
Honorary Consul General of Norway,
Minneapolis, MN

TH Kathleen Blakely, Chancellor
Honorary Consul General of Japan,
Las Vegas, NV

TH Edward L. Paul, Jr., Chancellor
Honorary Consul of Belize, Wilmington, NC

TH Ingrida Bublys, Chancellor
Honorary Consul General of Lithuania,
Cleveland, OH
TH Christian Domeny, Chancellor
Honorary Consul of Hungary, Charlotte, NC

TH Deanna Tryon, Chancellor
Chief of Protocol, Silicon Valley Office of
Protocol, Los Altos, CA
TH Louis J. Vella, Chancellor
Honorary Consul General of Malta,
San Francisco, CA
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the last word

‘Tis the Season for International
Student Visa Applications and
Consular Outreach
Katherine (Kit) Moss
DIRECTOR GENERAL
THE CONSULAR CORPS COLLEGE
Katherine Moss is the Director
General of the Consular Corps College.
In that capacity, she develops
innovative training and outreach
programs for the foreign consular
community in the United States, while
growing its national membership.
Ms. Moss comes to the Consular
Corps College from her position as
Founder and Executive Director of The
Diplomats’ Washington, Inc. She is
also the President of the Potomac
Exchange, a membership organization
that brings newly accredited
ambassadors together with senior
Washington officials from major global
corporations.
A native Washingtonian, Ms. Moss has
also lived and worked abroad in
France and the United Kingdom and
speaks French, German and Italian.
She served on the Protocol Advisory
Board for the Mayor of Washington,
D.C. from 20012005, and has served
as the Executive Director of the
Society of White House Military Aides.
Ms. Moss also sits on the Board of the
Consular Corps of Washington, D.C.

Please feel free to contact me anytime.
The Consular Corps College, 4804
Enfield Road, Bethesda, M.D., 20814
Phone: (240) 5439735
Email:
kmoss@consularcorpscollege.org
You can also send a message through
our website:
www.consularcorpscollege.org
Click on “Contact us” to email your
thoughts or questions directly to me.
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AS THE SUMMER MONTHS ROLL IN, so do the 300,000+ student visa
applications for Americans who plan to study abroad this fall. Desks practically
disappear under the piles of submissions and appended documents, which flood
consulates across the United States. US consuls around the world face similar
mountains of applications, as foreign students seek to come to the States to study,
as well.
While this may be consular officers’ least favorite time of year, student visa
season is also prime consular outreach time. It provides consuls with the perfect
opportunity make students (and their parents) aware of the importance of
connecting with their foreign ministries’ consular section in their home country
before they depart, and then with the countries’ career or honorary consul closest
to their school once they arrive. Here in the States, knowing where one’s nationals
are studying is the first step to connecting with them, offering them the chance to
participate in cultural or national events sponsored by the consulates, and to
encourage them to follow the consul and consulate for updates and information,
should an emergency situation arise.
Memories, still fresh, of the devastation caused by Hurricanes Harvey, Irma,
and Maria, of massive floods, ferocious fires, mass shootings, volcanic eruptions,
and even tainted lettuce remind us that students from around the world study in
every corner of this land and can find themselves in need of help in the blink of an
eye. If they are already connected with their local consulate, they will know where
to go for up-to-the-minute information and help. Consuls will know whom they
need to locate and have a plan in place just in case they need to activate it. Parents
will know whom to contact to verify the safety of their student. It’s a win-win-win
and a worthwhile trade-off for the hours of visa applications consuls will slog
through over the coming weeks. Take a few extra minutes per application to let
each student know how important it is to connect with his or her foreign
ministry’s consular section before leaving and then with the closest consul to the
college or university upon arrival.
We all hope that this preparatory outreach will be unnecessary, but if
something does happen within your jurisdiction, you will be glad that a consul
took the time now to reach out to the student(s) you will help.
Kindest regards,
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The Consular Corps
C
Co
ollege
TH Siri Frette Allsted, Dean
Counselor ffo
or Administrative and Consular Aff
ffairs,
Royal Norwegian Embassy
Ka
atherin
ine H. Moss, Dire
rect
ctor Generral
240-543-9735
KMossCCCollege@gmail.com
K

APPLICATION FOR AFFIN
INITY ME
MEMBER
ERSHIP
IP IN THE
HE CON
ONSUL
ULAR
AR CORP
RPS COLLEGE
GE
For Year
ar 2018
(Please print)
Name of Consular Corps: ______
__
____
__
_________________
____________
__
_______
_____
__
______
Number of Countries Represented: ___________
___________________________
_____________________
__
________
Consular Corps’ Address: __
___________________________
__
__
________
_____________________
Consular Corps’ Website: __
___________________________
__
________
_____________________
Name of Dean or President:__
__________________________
__
________
_____________________
Dean’s Title an
and Country Represented:_
_______
_______
_______
_______
______________
___________
Offficial Contact fo
for the Consular Corps:___
________
___________________
____
________
_____
____
______
Contact’s Title (and Country
ry Rep
epresented,
d, if applicable):_
________
_______
_________
________
__
___
Contact’s Address:__
_______
_____________
__
_____________________________________________
____________
__
_____________________
____
___
__________________________
Contact’s E-mail (Please print clearly):___
__________________
______
__
______________________
Contact’s Phone Number:_
__
___________
________________
By checking this box, I acknowledge on behalf of this
t Consular Corps thhat
a this
info
formation may
ay be included in the CCC online Directory, which is lockeed in the
Members’ Resource Section. This may be changedd at any time by contaccting the
Director General at kmoss@consular-corps-collegee.org.
Kindly att
ttach a list off your currentt membership and a check fo
for $120.00 for the annual Membeership dues,
payable to the Consular Corps College, and send them to The Consular Corps College, 4804 Ennffield Road,
Bethesda, MD, 20814. You will receive a receipt fo
for your membersh
hip.

The Consular Corps
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C
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Ad i i t ti andd Consul
C
lar Aff
Royal Norwegian Embassy
Ka
atherin
ine H. Moss, Dire
rect
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APPLICA
CATION FOR FU
ULL ME
EMBER
ERSHI
HIP/R
RENEWA
WAL IN TH
HE CON
ONSUL
ULAR
AR CORP
ORP
PS COLLEGE
GE
For Year
ar 2018
(Please print)
Name:___
_______
_______
_______
_______
_____
__
_________________
____________
________
_____
__
______
Title:__
____
_________
_________
_________
_________
__________
_________
_________
_______________
__
_____
Country/Aff
ffiliation:__
_____
________
________
________
________
________
_________
_________
_____
__
_______
Address:___
_______
_______
________
_______
_______
_______
_______
________
_______
_______
________
___________
__________
__
______________________________________
___________________
____________
City/State/Zip:__
______
________
________
________
________
_______________
________
_______
_______
__
____
______________
_______
____
__
_______
Consulate/Business Phone:__________________________
Mobile Phone:__
____
_______
_______
________
_______
_______
_______
________
_______________
___________
__
E-mail:__
______
_______
_______
_______
_______
_______________
_
__
___
___________________
____________
State Department ID # :_____________________________________
__
____ (N
Not fo
foor publication)
n)
__
____
_______
_______
________
_______
_______
____
______
__
____
I am a member of the Consular Corps in:_
By checkin
B
h king this
thi box,
b I agree to
t having
h i my name, title,
titl andd coontact inffoormation includeed in the
Directoriess and Attendee Lists in the Members' Resource Secttion off the website and Syymposium
materials. I understand that I may change this anytime by sen
nding an email to the Direcctor General.
By checkin
ng this box, I acknowledge that the CCC may share photos off me on our webssite and in our
publication
ns. I may change my selection any time in the futurre by contacting the Directtor General.
Kindly att
ttach a ch
heck fo
for $125.00 for the annual Membership dues, ppayable to the Consular Coorps College, and
send both in to 4804 Enffiield Road, Bethesda, MD, 20814. You will rreceive a receipt fo
for your m
membership.

www.consular-corps-college.org

Member Bulletin Board
norary
TH Bruce Karstadt, Ho
eden in
Consul General of Sw
elected
en
Minnesota, has be
esota
President of the Minn
ng in
Consular Corps, starti
August, 2018

AMAZON SMILE ANNOUNCEMENT
The CCC has now joined Amazon Smile! Now you can support the CCC every time you
make a purchase from Amazon. Just go to https://smile.amazon.com, designate the
Consular Corps College as your non-profit organization, and order the things you buy,
anyway. Each time you purchase from Amazon through the Amazon Smile program,
Amazon will automatically donate a percentage of your purchase to the CCC. It’s easy,
and all you do is order the things you wish or need to purchase in any event!

PA National Guard and Lithuanian Army Celebrate 25 Years
of Historic Partnership Program
Lithuanian Ambassador Rolandas Krisciunas (Front Row, Center-Left) and Honorary Consul General
Krista Bard (Front Row, Center-Right) join the Pennsylvania National Guard and Lithuanian Army in
celebrating 25 years of a federally mandated partnership program between Lithuania and the
Pennsylvania National Guard (PANG). During that time, PANG has been training Lithuanian troops,
and Lithuanian troops have also supported US Armed Forces in 18 international deployments. A
highlight of the 25th anniversary celebration was a concert by the Pennsylvania National Guard 28th
Infantry Division Band and the Lithuanian Army KASP “Bigbandas.” A delegation of Lithuanian
reservists who are also municipal leaders met with Philadelphia’s Counter-Terrorism Unit, University of
Pennsylvania Fels Institute, Villanova University Masters in Public Administration, the founders of the
Philadelphia Rail Park, retired Adj. General Wesley Craig, Cinnaminson Mayor Bud Evans, and
Philadelphia City Councilmen Mark Squilla and Al Taubenberger.

The Consular Corps College
4804 Enfield Road
Bethesda, M.D., 20814

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Consular Corps College
www.consular-corps-college.org

